
Chris Gant – Ian Hunnable [E44] 
London League, 06.02.2012 
Athenaeum 2 v W&W 1, Board 4 
Annotations by Ian Hunnable, with the benefit of hindsight and Fritz10 
 
Synopsis: I missed out a move in the opening (lack of concentration), condemning 
myself to a cramped, difficult game. White, with a clear advantage, thought he had 
plenty of time to build up his position in preparation for a central thrust, but took too 
long. After struggling to find moves to stay in the game, I finally got my forces 
organised and, when I found a counter-stroke, White crumbled. 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e3 b6 5.Nge2 Bb7? 

As explained in the next note, this should be replaced by 5...Ba6 when the main line 
continues 6.a3 Be7 7.Nf4 d5 8.cxd5 Bxf1 9.Kxf1 (theory doesn’t recommend 9.dxe6 
Ba6 10.exf7+ Kxf7 11.Qb3+ Ke8 12.Ne6 Qd7 13.Nxg7+ Kd8 14.Ne6+ Kc8 when Black 
is said to be OK!) 9...exd5= 

6.a3 Be7 7.Ng3? 

Here, White should play 7 d5 with advantage, but I was charitable enough to give him 
a second chance... 

7…0-0? 

Both players are making opening errors. I had intended playing 7...d5 here, in view of 
White's continuation in the game, but after completing castling, I realised I'd played 
the wrong move! 

8.e4 d6 9.Be2 c5 10.d5 exd5 11.cxd5 

Hunnable 



 

Gant 

Black's problem is clear: a lack of space and trouble completing development. 

11…Bc8 12.0-0 Re8 13.f4 Bf8 14.Bf3? 

If White's play can be criticised in this game, it is his delay in making the central 
advance e5. The post-mortem identified this point as a prime opportunity: 14.e5 dxe5 
15.fxe5 Rxe5 16.Bf4 Re8 17.Bg5 Nbd7 18.Bb5 Re5 19.Nge4± and White is all over the 
Black position. 

14...a6 15.a4 Nbd7 16.Re1 Rb8 17.Qd3 g6 

Deciding on a delayed fiancetto as the best means of gaining space, with the added 
factor of preventing Nf5. 

18.Be3 Bg7 19.Bf2 Nf8 



Signs of progress: the small threat of ...Ng4, which White immediately prevents, but it 
gives me time to complete the re-grouping of knights. 

20.h3 N6d7 21.Nf1 

This further time-loss allows me the chance for a counter-strike, fighting for the use of 
e5.

Hunnable 



 

Gant

21...g5 22.e5? 

White was taken by surprise with my last move and reacts badly. Better 22.fxg5 Qxg5 
(22...Ne5 23.Qe3 Nxf3+ 24.gxf3 Bxh3 25.f4 Bc8=) 23.Qd2 Qg6 24.Ng3 Bh6 25.Qe2 
Ne5=;  

If 22.g3 Ng6³ 

22...gxf4 23.e6 

After this, I get a flowing attack. If 23.exd6 Ne5 24.Qd1 Nfg6µ 

23...Ne5 24.exf7+ Kxf7 25.Bh5+ Nfg6 26.Qe4 Qg5 27.Bxg6+ hxg6 28.Nh2 
Bxh3  

Preventing Nf3. 

29.Bh4 Qxh4 30.gxh3 Nf3+ 

White resigns, in view of 31 Qxf3 (on 31 Nxf3 Qg3+ followed by ...Rxe4 etc.) Rxe1+ 

32 Rxe1 Qxe1+ 33 Kg2 Bxc3 34 bxc3 Qd2+ -+ 

0-1 

 


